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756 The American Journal of Nursing 

In 1909 I accepted the position of superintendent (here called matron) of 
an orphan asylum and hospital for infants in Lima and should like to write 
a few lines to the Journal. B. M., R.N. 

A SUGGESTION FOR COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 

Dear Editor : I haven't been active in the nursing world for three years, 
but since January have been reading The American Journal of Nursing, and 
from it have derived so much enthusiasm and inspiration, that before re-entering 
the field of nursing have determined to take the course in Hospital Economies 
offered by Teachers' College. 

In looking over the programmes of recent commencement exercises of dif- 
ferent training schools, the question arises that was ever present during prepara- 
tions for the graduating exercises, ten years ago, of a certain class of nurses 
of which I was a member. 

Why do not nurses furnish the literary and musical parts of their own 
commencement exercises? Why it is that all the places are filled by outside 
speakers, elocutionists, and musicians, and not a nurse expected to do anything 
that shows she has brains or talent t 

In this class of which I have made mention, there were two college grad- 
uates, three high school graduates, and at least three of the members were fairly 
good musicians, and when a number of us would get together in the reception 
room and sing, while one accompanied on the piano, the result was not bad. 
Yet when commencement came, all we were expected to do was to march 
into the chapel and keep our seats till the program was finished, then stand up 
and make a bow when our diplomas were presented. 

I am sure a program given by nurses would be interesting to an audience 
composed, chiefly, of their own particular friends and relations, although it 
might not show such high finish and art as one rendered by outside talent. 

M. G. B. 
(This seems to us a good suggestion, and we do not see why a demonstration 
by part of the class, and several essays on nursing subjects by others, with music 
by the members who are gifted, would not make a welcome change from the 
customary addresses. In several schools the singing by the seniors of the " school 
hymn"; in others, the administration of the Nightingale pledge, or the Hippo- 
cratic Oath, are the most impressive parts of the program. — Ed.) 

TWO UNUSUAL CASES 

Dear Editoe: If not imposing or taking too much space in your valuable 
Journal, I would like to ask those readers particularly interested in obstetrics, 
if they have experienced a case of hemorrhage in the new-born. Having had two 
such cases within six months, and being unable to fully understand the cause, 
I would like to hear if I am the only unfortunate to have such experiences and 
so similar. 

My first case was on April 3, 1909, normal labor, baby girl, 8 pounds, deliv- 
ered at 10 p.m., Saturday. During the night the babe slept well; cried occasion- 
ally, Sunday, all night; Sunday night a little more wakeful, urinated and passed 
mecomium shortly after birth, and took the breast. Monday, early in the morn- 
ing, the babe was more restless, cried as though in pain. This continued until 



